NETHERAVON, HAXTON

I ahd plenty
to talk about!

FRIENDS and relatives helped Dora Blaka celeb-
rate her 108th birthday on Sunday
Mrs Blake attanded West Lavington willage
school a cantury sgo, before mowving to Fittleton,
whers she lived for mors than 80 years.
- ' Only last November, at the rips old aga of 107,
1 > id Mrs Blake move into a residential home.
— She now spends her days listening to religious
- i music on the radic while crocheting, but accord-
1 ing to homea matron Carmel Vincent. Mrs Blake's
« favourite occupation. is. talkiags: lo-anyome-and
‘ewr\mna!

SOME people might describe Mrs Dora
Blake as being 100 years old today.

But after listening to her alert mind,

shatches of poetry remembered acou-
rately from heg childhood, it's better
1o say that she‘s 100 years young,
_ Although she spends most of her
time in bed at her home at Manaor
Cottages, Fittleton, this endearing cen-
tenarian still gets up to wind her
clocks every day.

Mrs Blake (pictured left) is from an
old West Lavington family, the Saw.
yers, who lived at Vine Villa, When
she was six her father took over her
lg;:-::dfather‘s smailholding in the vil-

Mrs Blake met her late hushand Sid-
ney, a carpenter at Fittleton, and they
'rrnl:\l:;liddatt West Lavington in 1817,

ad two sons and a dau .
Blake died in 1940, AIES e

As a supply teacher, Mrs Blake
taught at several schools including
West Lavington and Pewsey.
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Happy 108th Dora . . . £ 5

yesterday t her 108th

WILTSHIRE'S oldest person, Mrs ton for some years. After her marriags she
birthds;

Dora Blake celebrated her 108th raaved to Figheldean where sha lived for

she now lives st Daleasre  uop gay and sont the Queon & shawl,
rsing

jorme st Market Lavington, up
until the age of 107 she lived alone aided by
har home help,

Dora was born at West Lavington and
worked as a nursery goverm later
maving to London.

She returned to live in Wast Lavington
&nd was a schooltaachar in Markat Laving-

The Quesn wrote back last month to say
how imprassed she had been by Mrs
Blake's akill.

Mrs Blake has no difficulty In reciting
poetry she learnt at the age of seven,

@ Pictursd are Dora and her son, Arthur,
and his wife.
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